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October 24, 1968 


■wonop railed on the secure phone at noon 


1 Harriman and Vance met at our request with Thuy and Lau 
foS p“s hours at 11:30 a.m. (Paris time) today. 

2- 1" ^rhal^oved.towarIfoS U fosi a t^ 1 Sn t ’!evaral 

meeting including the GVN -- even though they still attached 
some^qualifications undesirable from our viewpoint. 

3 Harriman and Vance followed exactly the 

3 * 4 - -t-n vpRterdav 1 s instructions (State 260480). In 

contained in yesteroay the orecise nature 

/. Thnw tabled a draft joint communique and draft joint 
minutl wi!ich contained a pomber of objectionable elements _ 


/. tabled a dratt jornt commuuxHu^ j : 

f^fou^poinrSfi?elLna?rtoan°ag 0 |noe rtjecSfthese 
documents!and stated our reasons for so doing. 

k Harriman and Vance then said that if the U.S. DRV could 

5, Harriman ana f meeting on November 2, the 

SMSiSI-if #s;tkS-i££-“ 

agree to the principle of a joint secret mhAfin®. 
a A-rter leaving the room to confer together privately two 

ss&pf!« iStio, 

7 Tn naragraoh A they accepted our language with two 
eieeptioSs: (1? Because o£°nr repeated |^stenee on h e<J 

understandings regarding BNZ anduCities^Thuj; J.1^. ^ ^ 

on insertion or tne wor ^ r>ot agree on our 

sasEEtfes ls~ - 

t&simMiBFSg 

^infeSfdWIifeMbfrtS^Kir-th^ia^se ^rlEl meetir 
including representatives of - - - . 
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9. Thuy and Lau agreed to the principle stated in paragraph C 
of our minute, i.e. that the date and time of the first Paris 
meeting be made public at the time of the announcement of 

the bombing cessation -- but they argued that this point should 
not be included in a joint minute. They place importance on 
the public announcement at the time of cessation, 

10. At the conclusion of the meeting Thuy said that if we 
agreed on paragraphs A and B of the secret minute in the form 
they preferred as indicated above, he would accept November 2 
as the date of the first meeting following cessation and we 
could then discuss between us the exact time for the actual 
cessation of bombing. It is clear to Harriman and Vance that 
they will bargain hard for a date earlier than October 30 
for cessation. 

11. At one point Lau suggested cessation on the 26th and 
first meeting on the 2nd. 

12. Harriman and Vance told the DRV representatives it would 
take "one or two days to implement orders to stop bombing” and 
they did not take issue with that fact. At one stage they asked 
whether we could ^announce the coming cessation at the time the 
stop bombing orders were issued, but Harriman and Vance said 
this would not be acceptable. 

< 

13. Thuy and Lau made it entirely clear that in their view 
the joint minute would be kept secret between the US and the 
DRV (and Harriman and Vance believe their acceptance of the 
words "on the basis of our discussions" in paragraph A makes 
this pledge of secrecy credible).. 

14. Finally, Harriman and Vance told the DRV representatives 
they were not in a position to agree even provisionally on any 
of the points at issue but that they would report promptly and 
fully to Washington. 

Benjamin H. Read 
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